ASIA-EUROPE LECTURE TOUR
“THE REGIONALISATION OF THE WORLD. WHAT DOES IT MEAN FOR ASIA?”
SINGAPORE – BANGKOK – MANILA – SEOUL – SHANGHAI

Prof Dr Luk Van Langenhove
Director of the United Nations University Institute for Comparative Regional Integration Studies
(UNU-CRIS, Bruges – Belgium)
ABSTRACT
While the Westphalian world order of states faces challenges brought about by globalisation, unilateral
globalisation has also revealed some deficiencies that resulted in conflicts between states and regions. In this facet
of fast-changing and ever-complex world order, regionalisation has emerged as an alternative to enhancing better
governance at all levels of community, state and region. The European model of regional integration, the European
Union, has evolved considerably and has deepened the assimilation of many European states into one entity. Asia
has also set about its movement towards the regionalisation since the second half of 20th century and, depending
on their geographical and political circumstances, sub-continental regionalisation has been formed and moving
towards closer integration.
Prof Van Langenhove will primarily discuss the relations between sovereign states and regional institutions. Key
discussions will centre on the role of states in driving the region-building process and the subsequent consequence
of regional organisations transforming the Westphalian world order. Prof Van Langenhove will discuss many
geographical and structural varieties of regionalism, looking at how the process is impacted by the size of the states
involved as well as the challenges confronting these states. Deeper regionalisation has had a profound impact on
multilateralism, bearing major prospects for a more multidimensional and multipolar world order. While the main
discussion will concentrate on Europe, Prof Van Langenhove will encourage dialogue on the comparisons with Asian
regional integration and its implication for Europe and the rest of the world.
The lecture will be based on outcomes of ongoing research projects carried out by UNU-CRIS. It can be regarded as
a ‘sneak preview’ of Prof Van Langenhove’s upcoming book “Building Regions. The Regionalisation of the World”
(Ashgate, 2011).
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